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Bert Burr 
Bogalusa, LA 

Rex  & Trudy Cable 
Doyline, LA 

Sally Spencer 
Jackson, MS 

Ron Novak 
Garfield, AR 

Jim Parker 
Livingston, LA 

John Allen Stennett 
Olive Branch, MS 

 
 
 
 
 

 

U PCOMING  

EVENTS: 

SDR 30TH  ANNUAL  SHOW -O FF AND   

T EXAS INTER-REGIONAL MEET BEST OF SHOW  W INNER 

JOHN  SWENEY AND  HIS 1988 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL   

MULLINER PARK W ARD D ROPHEAD COUPE 

SDR Business Meeting 
January, 2010 
Date and Location TBA 
 
RROC Inter-Regional and 
Annual Business Meeting 
February 17-21, 2010 
Orlando, Florida 
 
2010 Spring Tour 
Nashville, TN to Natchez, MS 
April 11-17, 2010 
 



One of the most appealing 
things to me over the last six 
years I have been a member of 
the Rolls-Royce Ownersõ 
Club and the Southern Delta 
Region has been  the interest-
ing people Iõve come in con-
tact with and the unique ex-
periences Iõve been afforded 
as a result of being associated 
with this great club. 

Twice over the last three 
years I was privileged to tour 
the private car collection of 
noted trial attorney John 
OõQuinn of Houston, Texas. 
I was amazed at the sheer 
enormity of the collection 
that OõQuinn had managed to 
amass in just a few short 
years.  As far as Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motorcars, John 
had  everything from Silver 
Ghosts to a Goodwood Phan-
tom, and at least one of just 
about every model in be-
tween.  In fact, the striking 
thing about his collection was 
the fact that there were SO 
MANY of everything.  I heard 
one club member on a tour 
say, òIõve been around cars all 
my life, and Iõve only seen 
one Mercedes 300 Gullwing 
ever, but John OõQuinn has 
three!ó  From Duesenbergs 
and Cords, Auburns and V-16 
Cadillacs, to a Ford Fiesta 
once owned by John Paul II 
before he became Pope, 
OõQuinn snapped up the cars 
he wanted at auctions around 
the country, often returning 
home with a tractor trailer 
load of new acquisitions.  
OõQuinn had grand plans to 
move his collection from its 
nondescript warehouse home 

to a world-class facility near 
downtown Houston where 
his nearly 1,000 cars would 
be put on display for every-
one to come and enjoy.  Un-
fortunately, John was killed 
October 29 in a one-car acci-
dent on a rain-slicked Hous-
ton street.  As an attorney 
myself, I was intrigued by this 
man who had a reputation as a 
ruthless, litigator, yet in his 
private life, was as humble 
and approachable a man as 
you would ever want to 
meet.  I certainly hope that 
his plans to preserve his col-
lection will still be realized.   

Another rare opportunity 
came along in October when 
about forty SDR members 
and guests traveled to Avery 
Island, Louisiana for our 30th 
Annual Show-off and an Inter
-Regional Meet with our 
Texas friends hosted by SDR 
member Tony Simmons and 
his wife Jeanie.  Tony, Execu-
tive Vice President of the 
McIlhenny Company, makers 
of Tabasco ® Brand Pepper 
Sauce, and a direct descen-
dant of the originator of this 
condiment that has become 
ubiquitous the world over, 
gave us a behind-the-scenes  
tour of the manufacturing 
plant where Tabasco is bot-
tled using the same basic 
manufacturing techniques that 
have been used over the last 
one hundred forty-plus years.   

Our annual holiday party was 
held at Ralphõs on the Park on 
December 6.  SDR members 
enjoyed a great meal in be-
tween trips downstairs to the 
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bar to keep up with the ef-
forts of the Saints in their 
game against Washington.   

The next day, Hal Caudell 
and I left for Hawaii where 
we joined Dan and Cathie 
Mouton for the RROC Aloha 
Regionõs annual BBQ and 
business meeting.  We en-
joyed a week of tropical 
weather in the islands while 
the southern states were be-
ing inundated with record 
amounts of rainfall.  If youõre 
not already a member of the 
Aloha Region, I strongly en-
courage you to join and at-
tend next yearõs event, set for 
December 11, 2010.    

My efforts are currently being 
directed toward the final 
planning stages of the Natchez 
Trace Tour, which will take 
place April 11-17, 2010.  
Registration will open shortly 
after the first of the year, and 
I hope a large number of our 
SDR members will attend.  
Interest is high on the national 
level.   

I appreciate the opportunity 
that the members of the 
Southern Delta Region have 
given me to serve as Chair-
man of this Region over the 
last two and a half years.  I 
will be òhanding over the 
reinsó to a new Chairman at 
our regionõs business meeting  
in January.  A ballot contain-
ing a new slate of officers is 
included with your newslet-
ter.  Please return it, and 
attend the business meeting 
to make your voice heard 
regarding the issues that are 
important to you.   
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30th Annual Southern Delta Region 

Show -off and Texas Inter -regional Meet  
Sneed Adams, Katy, Texas  

The Southern Delta Region held its 30th 
Anniversary Showoff and an Inter-regional 
Meet with the Texas Region of the RROC 
October 16, 17, and 18 on Avery Island, 
Louisiana, home of The McIlhenny Company 
that makes the world famous Tabasco ® 
B r a n d  P e p p e r  S a u c e . 
 
Forty members and their guests, including 
twelve members and 2 guests from the Texas 
Region enjoyed the SDRõs premiere annual 
event. This yearõs hosts were Tony and 
Jeanie Simmons who live on the island. Tony 
is Executive Vice President of the McIlhenny 
Company, which was started by his great-
great-grandfather Edmund McIlhenny in 
1868,  and owns a 1931 RR Springfield PI 
that his father purchased in 1957.  
 
To kick things off in style, a reception was 
held Friday evening at The Arch on Avery 
Island. This was an outdoor event in the 
beautifully maintained Jungle Gardens area. 
The weather cooled on Friday and remained 

exceptionally pleasant the entire weekend.  
Saturday morning Tony gave us a personal 
tour explaining the Tabasco production facili-
ties from pepper mash preparation, fermen-
tation, bottling to packaging. Tabasco is dis-
tributed worldwide to over 160 countries 
 
After a visit to the Company store, the group 
moved to the front lawn of the McIlhenny 
Corporate offices where a scrumptious lunch 
was served on the veranda. We were feted 
with an overabundance of great food and 
refreshments making the judges reluctant to 
return to their appointed task. Eighteen cars 
were on display providing a fitting comple-
ment to the front lawn. Portions of the build-
ings were built in the early 1900s for offices 
and the original production facility. These 
buildings are exclusively offices today and 
have been modernized inside while maintain-
ing the classic exterior. New building addi-
tions from the 1980s have been blended in 
exceptionally well resulting in a magnificent 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

After judging there was an optional driving 
tour of the Jungle Gardens through the 
beautifully manicured and lush vegetation 
p r e s e r v e d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d .  
 
The Saturday evening Awards Banquet was 
held at the home of Tony and Jeanie Sim-
mons where we feasted on charbroiled 
oysters, shrimp creole and cheese cake. 
John Sweneyõs Bentley Continental won 
the Best of Show Trophy.  In a special 
surprise presentation, SDR Founder Glen 
Lazaro was recognized and presented with 
a  R R O C  l i f e  m e m b e r s h i p .  
 
To close a delightful weekend on Avery 
Island, Tony and Jeanie hosted Sunday 
brunch at the McIlhenny Corporate office 
executive dining room. We all departed 
exceptionally pampered and well fed. This 
weekendõs event will be a tough one to 
follow. Thanks to Tony and Jeanie Sim-
mons for providing a terrific weekend at a 
great location. 

Southern Delta Region member Glen 
Van Der Hart of Arrington, Tennessee 
recently was sworn in as a new citizen of 
the United States at a ceremony held July 
30, 2009 in United States District Court 
in Nashville, Tennessee.   

Glen, who also holds Australian and 
Dutch citizenship, came to this country 
in 1996 for work, and decided to remain.  
Said Glen, òAfter five years, I got my 
green card, then had to wait another 5 
years to apply for citizenship. The proc-
ess for citizenship took another 2 years.ó  
Having grown up in Australia, Glen had 
no problem with the English language 
fluency requirement, and aced the other 
required exams, as well.   

Glen has been an RROC member for 
many years, and serves as a judge each 
year at the annual meet.   

Members in the news: glen van der hart  
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Show -off highlights: Photos by Sneed Adams, john Sweney, Kelly kyle  

Top Row:  Arrival at Avery Island in a Bentley R-Type; The Tabasco  team that fed us so well over the weekend. 

Middle Row:  SDR members gather at òBird Cityó Friday night; Bill òTwisteró Stroman and Sam Hanagriff with Billõs 
Derby Bentley. 

Bottom Row:  Jim Godwin; Cathie Mouton; Tony Simmons, Anne Adams, Carolyn Sheridan, Jeannie Simmons, 
Linda Bradley 


